8th Grade General Music

Hall Memorial School

Course Syllabus

Mr. Jason Phillips

429-9391 ext. 130

JPhillips@willingtonct.org
Required Materials:
1. Three Ring Notebook/lined paper

2. Tabs to separate materials (Elements of Music/Physics of Music, Modern Music, Jazz/Blues, Guitar, Protest Music, Listening)

3. Two Sharpened Pencils

Grading:
25% Tests/Quizzes

25% Projects

20% Listening 

15% Written Work

10% Participation

5%   Notebook
Tests/Quizzes:  Students will take three cumulative tests over the course.  Quizzes are not common but will be given to check student progress if needed.
Projects: Students will be required to complete three major projects in this course.  There will be one group projects and two individual projects.
Listening: At the beginning of every class, students are expected to fill out a “listening guide.”  Different songs will be played and will represent several genres of music.  Listening guides will become more complex as the course progresses.
 Written Work: This category breaks down into either written work or homework. Students will be expected to complete homework assignments and must be submitted on time.  Failure to turn in homework on time will result in the loss of half a letter grade for each day late, with the lowest “top” score being a C-.  For example, if an assignment is out of 10, then seven will be the highest score if it is too late.

Class Participation: Students are expected to participate in all music classes. Music is a hands on, performance based class where active participation is vital to the outcome of the class. Students are also expected to behave appropriately during all music classes. Students who refuse to follow the rules of the classroom will be subject to disciplinary action.  Preparation for each class also falls under this category.
Notebook:  I will check your notebook twice formally during the trimester and have a few pop checks so be sure to STAY ORGANIZED.  I will three-hole punch everything.

Extra Help:
I am always available for extra help.  If you need help, see me before or after class, and I will schedule a time before or after school to make myself available to you.

Extra Credit:
Students seeking extra credit may come to me at any time during the year. There are several opportunities throughout the trimester for extra credit.
PBS Expectations:
Respect:
Respect the teacher, follow instructions, speak out when called on, and be an active listener.  Appreciate differences.  Respect other’s property.  Please raise your hand.  
Responsibility:
Be responsible.  Get work done on time.  Take consequences for your actions.  
Integrity:
Do your OWN work in class.  As tempting as it can be to copy someone’s listening guide for “do you like the song or not,” don’t copy.  Be you!
Achievement:
Be proud of the work you do.  Put your best effort in at all times.
Community:
Share your work at home.
Tardies:
If you will be late to class, get a pass.  Frequent tardiness is unacceptable.
Course Outline: 
1. Course Introduction and Review of Class Format
2. Physics of Music/Music Fundamentals Review

3. Modern Music Unit
4. Guitars

General Class Structure/Format:

1. Listening.

2. Pass listening guides to your left.  Person on left gives them to me.
3. Objective of lesson will be explained.

4. Note taking/dvd (if any) / Class discussion / test or quiz

5. Work on guitars (sometimes)

6. Closure / Review of class.

Student Expectations:

a. Students should be seated and ready to do the listening promptly after the start of class.  The door will then be SHUT.  

b. During the listening example there is to be no talking. If a student chooses to talk, then he or she should expect a lunch detention.
c. Students will be permitted to use the bathroom if they need to, and MUST sign out.  The sign out sheet will be located on the clip board next to the door.  Please do not use the bathroom excessively or abuse this pass.
d. Students must stay in their seats unless granted permission by Mr. Phillips to get up.  This includes sharpening pencils.

e. Students can talk only after they have raised their hand and have been called on.

f. Students should remain attentive and should be taking notes if it is required of them.

g. Being prepared for class with notebooks and two sharpened pencils will count toward participation grades.  Students should expect random preparation checks.  Students who are unprepared should also expect a lunch detention or the appropriate disciplinary action to follow.
h. If watching a movie, documentary, or show in class, students will remain quiet and respect their peers.

i. Students will respect others’ property.

Consequences:

a. If students are late and fail to produce a pass, they will receive a 0 for the day on their listening and be marked Tardy.  If a student is continuing to be late from a certain class, I will notify the teacher that is making them late.

b. If any of the above rules are breached, it
c. Any student who disrespects another student in any way will receive an automatic after school detention.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please check the following boxes, and then sign below.

· I have read the classroom expectations sheet.

· I understand the consequences if I choose to be disrespectful and not meet expectations.
_________________________________________________
________________

(Student Signature)






(Date)
